
 

 

 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

MIDDLEVILLE TOWNSHIP 

3014 CO. RD. 6 SW 

HOWARD LAKE, MN 55349 

May 12, 2026 

 
1. Meeting was called to order by Chairman James Raymond, at 7:00 pm followed by the 

pledge of allegiance to the flag. Also present were Supervisors Walt Barlow and James 

Jacobson, PZ Administrator Jessica Elfmann (arrived just a few minutes after meeting started), 

Treasurer Judy Forst, Clerk Joey Berg and Maintenance Man Randy Klugow. Others in 

attendance are noted on the sign-in sheet included with the approved minutes. 

 

2. Karen Erickson was present with continued concerns with the Smith Lake cemeteries. 

She requested that the following words would be in the minutes (These are Karen’s words): 

“This year, Karen did the request to receive a copy of the permit of 49th and Loche Avenue 

properly by paper, called the day before the monthly meeting, reminding Joey Berg that Karen 

would be at the meeting expecting a copy. When Karen arrived at the meeting and spoke, the 

board told her that they don't do permits of that kind and never have. They told Karen that they 

don't believe any of her facts that she has researched for years. Karen has proved all of these 

facts correct with the record books of the township. Karen said that there has been an ID# for 

the public cemetery for years. She gave them the ID# for the Public Cemetery and Joey wrote 

that number down on paper. The board seemed not to know any of this information before, 

which is terrible. Karen gave each one of them this information multiple times when she had 

requested an ID# for the Private Cemetery on the Smith Lake Land both verbally and on 

paperwork. Karen has mentioned before to have death certificates for both cemeteries, so she is 

positive that there are cemeteries! The Township had sold burial plots in 1956 in the Methodist 

Private Cemetery. Facts and proof were found in the record books of the Township, and copies 

of those facts were also previously given out to this same board for proof at previous meetings. 

Karen gave the board members paperwork of all of her facts from the record books from the 

township office, along with many other facts from the office meeting records, like purchasing J.D. 

Rice land in 1970 in order to put the road over. The officers told closed Karen's conversation at 

last night's meeting due to the non-ending conversation; "They still don't believe that there is a 

cemetery in Smith Lake, they are sick of Karen defacing them and said that they are done with 

her and she can leave." Karen left in a rush, saying that she is writing another book with all of the 

cemetery facts.” 

Here is the Board’s view: 

Karen Erickson addressed the Board regarding the 2 historical cemetery sites in 

the prior Smith Lake Town site. The prior decision regarding this issue was that 

because there was no definitive evidence of exactly where the site was located 

80+ years ago and that the board had no authority to take land back from current 

land owners; that would be something only a court order could do. She did not 

present any new information regarding the sites, so her time was limited by the 

Board Chairman Jim Raymond. Karen continues to be very unhappy with this 

answer and left the building after her short session. 

 

3. A Public Hearing was held for an Interim Use Permit. A notice has been published for two 

weeks. Joey read the letter that had been sent out to the 12 property owners within a quarter 



 

 

mile of Linda Brummer’s property. She wishes to conduct a small business of statue 

maintenance and repair, from her home, at 1963 Co Rd 6 SW, PID #212-000-094402. No one 

was present with questions and none had been received. James R. made a motion and Walt 

second to approve the IUP for Linda Brummer. Carried unanimously 5-0. Linda paid the hearing 

fee. 

 

4. A Variance Public Hearing was held for a building size. A notice had been published for 

two weeks. Joey read the letter that have been sent to the 22 property owners within one 

thousand feet of the property in question. Mike Hoppe wishes to add a fourteen foot extension to 

his detached garage at 5535 Jefferson Ave SW, PID #212-011-001050. By ordinance he is only 

allowed 1400 square feet of accessory buildings. He will be over that limit. There had been a 

couple of comments received, but no one spoke against the garage addition. The Board of 

Adjustment looked at the property on Beacon, and considering the lot size and location of the lot 

with farm fields half way around the parcel, Walt made a motion and James R. seconded to 

approve the Variance. Mike paid the hearing fee which includes the recording fee. 

 

5. Steve Berg was present with concerns, which had been presented at an earlier meeting, 

about the water drainage issues on to his property at 5091 Imhoff Ave, Middleville Township. 

Howard Lake annexed the property across the road from Steve, sold lots, and filled the ditch 

with dirt from the berm that had been there. This changed the natural water flow so that now 

with heavy snow melt or rain, Steve’s property receives damaging gushing water. Steve pointed 

out that Minnesota Statutes prohibit changing water flow and damaging neighboring properties; 

furthermore, since this is a township road and the city only borders one side of the road, the 

township still has jurisdiction and maintenance responsibility, including both ditches. It seems 

clear that the ditch should be dug out so the water can run where it used to go. James R. will talk 

with the City Administrator and work at getting this issue fixed.  

 

6. Christine Kalway, 5536 Jefferson Ave SW, expressed complaints about the care of 

Jefferson Ave by the Township. She had problems with both gravel care and snow plowing. 

James R. said he will take a look at it. 

 
7. Joey presented the Clerk’s report: The April minutes were reviewed. The May misc. 

receipts in the amount of $4,000.51 and claims in the amount of $20,900.76 were reviewed. 

James R. made a motion and James J. second to approve the Clerk’s report (including claim #s 

10704-10713 & EFT#s E052601-E052608). Carried unanimously 3-0. 

 
8.  Judy then presented the Treasurer’s report: she stated that the balance on hand at the 

end of April was $343,453.66. She stated that there had been interest income of $537.43 in the 

month of April of which $528.59 was reinvested; this included the $461.80 earned on the CD. 

Walt made a motion and James R. second to approve the Treasurer’s report. Carried 

unanimously 3-0. The board then did an audit of the Clerk’s April books along with the 

Treasurer’s report and bank statements. A motion to accept was made by James R. and second 

by Walt Carried unanimously 3-0. 

 

9. PZ report: Jess reported that 1) Sheltons, PID #212-000-074400, are moving out of the 

state, so the livestock will be gone by this fall. 2) she has had calls about verification of building 

entitlements for the bare 10 acre Koosman parcel, PID 212-000-041401. 3) she continues to get 

calls about the old Thiesse property, PID #212-000-273301, turning it into a bed & breakfast 



 

 

type place; and, when they hear not allowed, they question when city will be there with water 

and sewer. Walt made a motion and James J. second to accept the PZ report. Carried 

unanimously 3-0 

 
10.  Road Maintenance Report – Randy has been working at grooming the roads. James R. 

made a motion and James J. second to approve the Road Maintenance report. Carried 

unanimously 3-0. 

 

11. Old Business – 1) James J. will be talking with our lawyer regarding the Travis McIlree 

later this week to get updated if there’s anything else to be done. 2) Michael Thies mowed the 

Town Hall lawn last Sunday morning and will be informing Jim R. what he feels the charge needs 

to be. 

 
12. New Business: 1) James R. expressed concerns about our Septic Inspector is maybe a 

bit too nit-picky and resulting in extra cost than necessary on new septic systems. Walt pointed 

out that our residents can be certain of a system that works. James J. made a motion to look into 

different options, such as going with the County for our septic inspections and James R. 

seconded the motion. Motion passed 2-1. 

2) Randy Klugow turned in his resignation as of August 31. This is due to medical reasons. The 

board sadly accepted, but supported Randy in his decision. Randy’s letter will be included with 

these minutes. James R. made a motion and James J. second to accept the resignation. Carried 

unanimously 3-0. 

3) Kirby Moynagh, our County Comnissioner, was present and mentioned a few things: 

~ the name for the Beacon replacement will be “Map it Wright” 

~ a new Land Use Plan is being written up. The last revision was done in 2011. 

~ the opening of the new Hazardous Waste facility has been delayed a bit, but should be open 

by end of May or early June. It’s designed for easy use…no appointments needed, just drive in 

~ talked about the over use of MN Paid Leave 

~ going to be a public hearing on “moratorium on permitting Data Centers 

 

13. Upcoming meetings: 

  Jun 9 – monthly meeting at 7:00 pm 

 

14. Meeting was adjourned at 8:42 pm. 

 

 

 

 
_________________________________            ___________________________________ 

  Joey Berg, Clerk            James Raymond, Chairman 


