
 

 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

MIDDLEVILLE TOWNSHIP 

3014 CO. RD. 6 SW 

HOWARD LAKE, MN 55349 

January 13, 2026 

 
1. Meeting was called to order by Chairman James Raymond, at 7:00 pm followed by the 

pledge of allegiance to the flag. Also present were Supervisors Walt Barlow and James 

Jacobson, PZ Administrator Jessica Elfmann, Treasurer Judy Forst and Clerk Joey Berg. 

Maintenance Man Randy Klugow was absent on Medical Leave. Also present was our Township 

Attorney, Jason Hill. Others in attendance are noted on the sign-in sheet included with the 

approved minutes. 

 

2. Char Hillmyer, a member of the Wright County Snowmobile Association, presented to 

the board a “Land Owner Permit” which needs our signature. They have used a portion of the 

road ditches in our township for their snowmobile trail for many years; however, now they are 

being requested to get signatures from all property owners over which the trail goes. By giving 

permission and not charging a fee, we are protected by Minnesota law, Minnesota’s Recreation 

Use Statute, with liability protection so the public can access and make recreational use of 

natural resources on private land, including our public road ditches.  

 
3. Joey presented the Clerk’s report: The December minutes were reviewed. The January 

misc. receipts in the amount of $406.00 and claims in the amount of $29,486.67 were reviewed. 

Walt made a motion and James J. second to approve the Clerk’s report (including claim #s 

10630-10653 & EFT#s E012601-E012608). Carried unanimously 3-0. 

 
4.  Judy then presented the Treasurer’s report: she stated that the balance on hand at the 

end of December was $404,937.85. She noted that we had received the 2nd half distribution of 

the Real Estate tax from Wright County, $170,818.89, and the 2nd half Town Aid and Ag Market 

Value Credit from the State of Minnesota, $7,329.10. She stated that there had been interest 

income of $126.21 in the month of December of which $108.94 was reinvested. James J. made 

a motion and James R. second to approve the Treasurer’s report. Carried unanimously 3-0. The 

board then did an audit of the Clerk’s December books along with the Treasurer’s report and 

bank statements. A motion to accept was made by Walt and second by James J. Carried 

unanimously 3-0. 

 

5. PZ report: Jess reported that 1) she had not received a survey yet from Phil 

Grangroth, so has not been able to write up the Deed Restriction for that property.        

2) nothing new to report on the North Metro property in Section 8. 3) she talked with 

and sent a letter to the Brummers encouraging them to come and talk to the board 

about the need for an IUP, since they are advertising their business with a sign on their 

property along Co Rd 6. 4) there was a question about a building entitlement on the 35 

acre parcel in Section 26 with the cell tower. There is no entitlement remaining. 5) also a 

question on building entitlement on PID 212-000-041400 in Section 4. There is one 

remaining there. Walt made a motion and James J. second to approve the PZ report. 

Carried unanimously 3-0. 

 



 

 

6.  Road Maintenance Report: Mark Hurley, doing the snow plowing and ice treating during 

Randy’s absence, asked if he could have a $5/hr increase in his pay rate since during this time 

he needs to give the township job his priority. The board was very complimentary to  Mark and 

thankful for his good work. Jim R. did suggest he not use his pick-up for any township work but 

rather just use the township equipment. Mark said that the crushed rock is over half gone and 

will probably be needing more. Walt made a motion and James J. second to raise Mark’s pay 

rate to $35/hour. Carried unanimously 3-0. Walt made a motion and James J. second to approve 

the Road Maintenance report. Carried unanimously 3-0. 

 
7. Old Business: none 

 
8. New Business: 1) Walt made a motion to approve the signing of the permit with the 

Wright County Snowmobile Association, referred to in Item 2 above. James J. second. Carried 

unanimously 3-0. 

2) James R. made the motion: The Town Board needs to hold a closed session with the Town 

Attorney to engage in privileged discussion to obtain confidential legal advice. Therefore, I make 

a motion to close this meeting pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 13D.05, subdivision 3(b) 

to discuss matters related to the pending litigation, dispute and claims in Middleville Township v. 

Travis T. McIlree, Wright County District Court No. 86-CV-25-6516. James J. seconded the 

motion. Carried unanimously 3-0. After this discussion was completed, James R. made a motion 

to return to open session. James J. second. Carried unanimously. 

 
9. Meeting was adjourned at 7:13 pm. 
 

 

 
_________________________________            ___________________________________ 

  Joey Berg, Clerk            James Raymond, Chairman 


